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Ks ancestral heritage was one of DUTY 
and HONOR... or so he'd been fed to believe. 


But today, a threat to the 
FLOATING ISLAND — and aff 
existence — has unveiled the DARK SIDE of 
ECHIDNA CIVILIZATION. 


fis role as GUARDIAN of the 
CHAOS EMERALD — fong thought the noblest of 
callings — is, in truth, atonement for the treachery of 
an ancestor who dared place HIMSELF above the 
GREATER GOOD. 


That ancestor — the renegade Echidna scientist 
named DIMITRI = has survived a thousand 
years of imprisonment beneath NOUNT FATE, 
and returned to work his evil will as 
ENERIAK. HARBINGER OF CHAOS! 


The straits are dire... 
“but Knuckles, is not alone. 


‘ At Gibe: side stands ARCHIMEDES THE fIRE- ANT. 
ambassador of axace which shares a scerct, symbiotic 
: relationship. swith: the Echidnas. A relationship dating 
back tothe origins of the island./even though, in 
theory, their peoples are nafuralenemies! 


Now confronted bya greater evil, Knuckles and this” 


“sais ally ‘must apply the fessons of the / 
" PAS ee T to the ENT... NU 


eaters’ 


‘ ibe vo futur for ANY WY of. them : vas 


Y SOTHISISTHE \ / / ( JUST THE 


SANDOPOLIS WAY I'D ALWAYS 


ZONE, HUH? ALTA lin PICTURED IT... 
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ENERTAK SURE 
MEANT BUSINESS WHEN 
HE ExX/LED US HERE/* 


DAYS TO CROSS 
THE OUTBACK... 


GOT ANY BRIGHT 
(QEAS ON HOW TO 
GO THAT, ECHIDNAY 


KEEP OUR WITS 48007 
US-- LOOK FOR F002... 
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A SANDCRAWLER-- THEY'RE HEAT-SEEKERS-- 
THE SIGGEST I'VE TRACK THEIR PREY BY ITS 
EVER S€EV,“ BODY HEAT! 


POP ALWAYS \ 
SAO TWAS A 


ARCHIMEDES? 


AS HOPELESS AS T'D 
THOUGHT. |F YOU'VE 
LEARNED ANYTHING... 


(T'S BETTER 
TO L/S7EV THAN 
TO SPEAKS 


BACK AT THE GEAVO CONSERVATORY; YOU SAID YOUR 
PEOPLE HAD PULLED ECHIDNA 447 OUT OF THE FIKE GOING 
AS FAR BACK AS THE OK/G/V OF THE FLOATING (SCANDS 


WHAT DID YOU 
MEAN BY THAT? 


.. BUT THAT ONLY 
SERVED TO GOAD THE 
POWER HUNGRY AND UNSTABLE 
DIMITRI FURTHER / 


DRIVEN MAO BY HIS OWN AMBITION, HE \\ 
USED THE CHAOS SYPHOW HE AND HIS BROTHER 
HAD DESIGNED. IT DRAINED THE POWER OF 


ELEVEN OF THE ISLAND'S 7WELVE EMERALOS EX 
INTO WMBELF... (> 


“EATING AWAY AT ITS FOUNDATION, MY 


"GINCE THEN, WE'VE ALWAYS GEV THERE, 
PEOPLE COLLAPSED THE TOWER WITHIN 


GEHINO THE SCENES, LENDING A HELPING 
ITSELF --BURYING DIMITRI BENEATH MOUWT HANO 1S NEEDEC... 
FATE FOR ALL 7/MES... 
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THAT'S WHY I'D BEEN TESTING 
YOU--TO MAKE SURE YOU'RE UP | 
TO THE 7ASK6 THAT LIE AHEAOS 
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. THEN DIMITRI y 
REGUCFACED AS ENERTAK- ) 
CAPTURED US... 


«. AND DUMPED 
US HERE OUT 
OF SP/TES 


DIMITRI -- 
ENERJAK-- 
WAS THE MOST 
FEARED MENACE 
IN RECORDED 
HISTORY... 


«AND HE'S HAD 
OVER A 7HOUSAND 


YEARS TO PLAN HIS 
REVENGE S 
WE'VE GOTTA GET BACK TO ; 
THE GEANO CONSERVATORY, 
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k EXCELLENT! 


wn MAY EFFECT 
MY HOMECOMING 
UNOISTURBEDS 


THE ONCE ANO 
FUTURE SITE OF 
NEKRONOPOLIS!!! 


”. AND THEIR ALLIES, THE APTLY- 
WITH THE SUARONAN NAMED CAMOTTK--" INDISPOSED". 


AND THE F/RE-ANT 
ISPATCHED.., 
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AT LONG, 
LONG LAST--THE 
FORMER SITE OF 
ECHIPNAOPOLISS 
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" YOU MUST BE BRAVE, 
MY SON -- YOU MUST 
md veRY REYES 


THE PATH WHICH 

LIES AHEAD IS A 

LONG AND QIFFICULT 
ONE! 


ENERJAK CAN BE 
DEFEATED S THE KEY TO 
YOUR PRESENT PERIL 

MS IN OUR A477 y 


1.700 FARTO \ 
“GURRENDER 
tite DESPAIR 
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.. WAITS FEYOND 
THE NEXT R/GES 


T DON'T 
BELIEVE IT... 
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ENOUGH REST 


AND RECREATION 
LUCK HAD WOTHING SOMEONE -- 
FOR OWE DAY, TO 0O WITH IT/ OR SOME7HING-- 
GUARDIAN! MEANT FOR US 
wi | TO —_ 


E WERE 
LUCKY TO FIO 
THIS PLACE/ 
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1. AND THE SUPPLIES 9 VW THEYRE NOT A MIRAGE. 


<] \ For THESE BACKAACKE, , THEY MUST'VE COME FROM 
THAT WOULD EXPLAIN hs — 


THOSE HOT PEPPERS I 
WAS EATING... 
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THAT C/7V IN 
FRONT OF US IS AS 
REAL AS IT GETE/ 


IT'S LIKE ONE BIG MAZE-- 
ANY IDEA WHERE TO 
400K FOR HIM? 


CORRUPT REFLECTION OF ' iD p 
ANCIENT HISTORY! ONG [Ye oimire’s 
RUNNING TRUE 
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NOW EVERY 
MECHA-NAUT 
IN THE C/7¥ 16 

AFTER us! 
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=" SOMETHING'S NOT R/GH7-- 
NEXT TIME | WE'VE GOTTEN TOO F4e--MET 
YOU PULLA [PF WITH TOO LITTLE RESISTANCES 
q CRAZYSYUVT " ...GIVE AN : 
LIKE THAT... . ANT A LITTLE I THOUGHT 
\ WARNING ENERTAK WOULD 
FIRST / Z HAVE BETTER... 
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